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timely peace. But although 'Abd-Allah felt and understood
the stratagem whereby his lieutenant frustrated the policy of
Kiad, he was unable to counteract or punish it at a time when
nine-tenths of the army would have been ready to turn their
arms against him in defence of Zamil, had need required it.
However, Zamil's head was already in theWahhabee court beheld
in anticipation on a spear, and Feysul, well informed of whatever
took place in 'Oman, only waited a convenient season to wreak
his wrath on the whole family of 'Ateeyah. These particulars
I learnt from my companion Yoosef-ebn-Khamees and others,
who had themselves borne arms under Zamil in the campaign.

With very slight opposition the invaders threaded the valley
of 'Obree, and  reached  Mokhanneth, a large village situated
immediately behind  the  chain of Akhdar, whence  the  road
divides to Nezwah on the left, and to Eahilah on the right.
Beyond Mokhanneth lie the passes of Akhdar, difficult of access,
especially for  invaders,  and  now  occupied  by mountaineers
resolute in their defence.   Zamil had throughout proceeded in a
manner very different from that of Khalid in the Batinah; every-
where on his route he guaranteed to the inhabitants peace and
security, on the sole condition of acknowledging the sulfcanship
of Thoweynee; and in pursuance of this system he treated the
villagers as friends, while he restrained his own followers from
all plunder and outrage.  Arrived at Mokhanneth, the 'Omanees,
well knowing with whom they had to deal, gave him and his
army a perfectly hospitable reception; the chiefs of the Ya'aribah
and others of the mountain came forward to meet him.    In the
congress which followed, the 'Omanee leaders assured Zamil that
they were all willing to submit themselves to Thoweynee on
fair conditions, and that there was accordingly no further need
of hostile demonstrations on either side;   only they protested
withal against foreign interference, and gave Zamil with his
officers to understand, that should they venture within the passes
of Bahilah, few of them would ever return to tell the tale.

While Mars was thus on the decline, Venus took the ascendant.
The large eyes and slender waists, the engaging manners and
courteous address of the fair women of 'Oman, did no less, alack
the day! to subdue the warlike propensities of the Nejdeans,
than the covered menaces of the brave men and their more